
St. Jane de Chantal Parish
Joining together as a parish  

to serve all children, teens and adults 
who desire a Catholic education.
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A  M e s s ag e  f ro m  C a rd i n a l  G e o rg e

The Catholic schools of the Archdiocese of Chicago and our faith formation programs make their case in the lives of those 
transformed by them. The living case statements are walking the streets of Chicago and of other places where alumni of our 
schools and parishes live. They are the argument, the winning conclusion to the written analysis presented here.

The Church exists to set people free. Our schools are free to teach the truth, even about God, and our formation programs 
show people that true freedom is grounded not in personal control but in personal surrender to those who love them. Our 
schools are communities where all children are safe in God’s love and therefore free to learn.

Free of government control and not driven by individual agendas, the Catholic schools and other educational efforts of the 
Archdiocese need and deserve generous support. Each generation’s generosity gives future 
life to the work of our schools and parishes. Their work obviously shapes the lives of 
students and parishioners and those who are directly served, but it also shapes the society 
we create together. In every neighborhood and town, amidst all manner of difficulties and 
threats to well-being and sometimes even to life itself, these institutions are signs of who 
Christ is for the world and its diverse peoples.

I hope and pray that the campaign we are now engaged in will be successful. I hope and 
pray that many will come to experience, in responding to its appeal, a deep happiness in 
helping others, especially children, learn the most important lessons of life. God bless you.

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago

A  M e s s ag e  f ro m  Fr.  E dwa rd  J .  C ro n i n

Sharing My Thoughts On Biblical Stewardship –

The concept of stewardship is taken from several biblical sources, including the classic 
parables that Jesus preached about taking care of the poor and being a faithful steward. 
Most effectively, stewardship is learned by example of an elder and developing a deep 
relationship with the Holy Spirit. I remember so clearly as a child, my father taking out 
his envelope and telling us to do the same. All the children from school would receive 
a small children’s box of Sunday envelopes. Dad would put his gift in the envelope and 
then wait for us to do the same. Notice, he never told us what to put in that envelope just 
as long as we did something.

Over time and under the careful watch of an elder, I learned that part of my faith during 
the Sunday Mass was to give a gift. Through my family and bible study, I learned that 
one gives to help the church grow, not because we are wealthy people. In fact, my family 
was rather modest and barely middle class. My income has nothing to do with giving. 
The most important thing is to always give, whether I’m rich or poor. Remember the 
bible story of the widow’s offering (Lk 21) who gave of her sustenance not abundance. 
This story has always touched my heart and inspires my own charity. Fr. Edward J. Cronin
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Our parish is rich in tradition, built by families committed to living a rich faith 
life. We are here today because these pioneer families believed in the value of 
community, Catholic education and faith formation for every parish member. We 
began to celebrate Mass at Mark Twain in June 1954, then moved to the first floor 
of the school, then to Ward Hall and finally to our current church. Our parish is 
here today because of the sacrifice of those who came before us. We thank them 
and honor them by continuing their mission in Christ to hand the faith onto 
future generations.

We have long recognized how quality education and lifelong faith formation 
enriches the lives of not just individuals, but of our parish as a whole. It creates a 
vibrant community of believers. With that tradition in mind, we have formed a 
vision for our parish and its ministries. As we attempt to fulfill that plan, we must 
take stock of the financial commitment necessary for our parish and its ministries 
to thrive. In recent years, we have addressed our most pressing needs and upgraded 
our facilities to secure the future of our parish and its ministries. Each time our 
facilities have undergone a change, or a ministry begun, we have added a new 
dimension to our faith community; the SPRED Program most recently.

As we step back and take note of the growth that has occurred in our parish, we 
also acknowledge the financial commitment required to support such growth. The 
needs of our parish include:

• New sound system for church - $30,000

• Handicap accessibility in church/school washrooms - $35,000

• Replace obsolete climate control in school - $70,000

• New boilers for church/rectory and Ward Hall -$80,000

• Rebuild parking lot - $90,000

It is now our time to join all the parishes in the Archdiocese of Chicago as we 
explore the spirituality of stewardship together. The simple yet profound theme 
that underscores the To Teach Who Christ Is Campaign comes from the Bible’s 
teaching about proportionate giving and the blessings of sacrifice. It is not equal 
gifts, but equal sacrifice on the part of every parishioner that is essential for us to 
meet our goal in this effort. By giving generously to the To Teach Who Christ Is 
Campaign, we have the opportunity to address our financial obligations today as 
well as to form a vision for our parish community tomorrow and in the decades to 
come.

O u r  Pa r i s h’s  N e e d s
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Th e  C at h o l i c  C h u rc h  i n t ro d u c e s  t h e 
wo r l d  to  i t s  Sav i o r,  Je s u s  C h r i s t

In every age and culture we, as 
Catholics, are called to proclaim the 
Gospel and give witness to Christ’s 
saving power. This is our mission – To 
Teach Who Christ Is.

Education is one of the fundamental 
ways our Church has fulfilled this 
mission and served the Chicago area 
for more than one hundred years.  Our 
schools have taught generations of 
Catholic children, forming them in faith 
and virtue. On a daily basis Catholic 
school alumni help influence and shape 
our city and communities.

Parish-based religious education 
programs for all ages carry the mission 
of who Christ is to numerous children 
and adults whose formation is beyond 
the Catholic school environment.  These 
programs also have been invaluable in 
forming the faith lives of thousands of 
Chicago area Catholics.

Despite our successes, our schools 
and religious education programs are 
challenged on many fronts – shifting 
demographics, a struggling economy, 
rising costs, a secularized society and 
aging facilities to name a few.

The To Teach Who Christ Is Campaign 
seeks to meet these challenges by raising 
$350 million over a three year period for 
Catholic education and faith formation. 
It is an archdiocesan-wide, parish-based 
campaign with a $100 million enhanced 
major gift effort. The total goal for 
parishes is $250 million. Sixty (60%) 
percent of the funds raised will remain 
in the parish for specific parish needs. 
Forty (40%) percent will be distributed 
through the Archdiocese for the needs 
spelled out below. 

Our mission – To Teach Who Christ 
Is – is at the core of who we are as 
Catholics.  With that in mind, we ask 
your prayerful financial support of this 
important campaign so the message of 
Christ can be taught with renewed fervor 

in the Archdiocese of Chicago. Please 
join us on this journey of faith and begin 
that journey by praying “Lord, what do 
you want to do through me to fulfill 
your will in our parish and Archdiocese.”

Parish Needs

$150 million will address parish-specific 
needs through the parish-based portion 
of the campaign. This number reflects 
a total parish-based campaign goal 
of $250 million, of which 60% ($150 
million) will remain at the parishes for 
their needs and 40% ($100 million) will 
come to the Archdiocese to meet the 
needs the parishes cannot meet on their 
own. No funds donated to the To Teach 
Who Christ Is Campaign have been or 
will be used to defray expenses related to 
misconduct issues.

Scholarships

$150 million allocated for scholarships 
will generate millions of dollars annually 
for new and continuing needs-based 
scholarships for many years to come.

Program Enhancements for 
Catholic Schools

$8 million of direct cash infusion will 
ensure academic excellence.

Strengthening Religious 
Education Programs

$10 million will support Religious 
Education programs.

“Next Generation” Religious 
Education

$2 million will develop and pilot new 
approaches to religious education and 
faith formation.

Capital Needs

$30 million will address specific capital 
needs in our schools and related parish 
facilities. 
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